
Comparing 
Data Breach Laws 

Australia European Union

Name

Commencement

Applies to International 

entities?

Governing body

Breaches reported to?

Breach Notification 

Period

Definition

Penalties

Australian Parliament 

Privacy Amendment 

(Notifiable Data Breaches) 

Act 2017 

22nd February, 2018

Office of the Australian Information 

Commissioner

As soon as practicable after the entity 

becomes aware - to OAIC and 

affected individuals.

Minimum $2,000 for individuals; and 

$350,000 up to $2 million for corporations

"Personal Data Breach" - a breach of 

security leading to the accidental or 

unlawful destruction, loss, alteration, 

unauthorised disclosure of, or access to, 

personal data transmitted, stored or 

otherwise processed 

European Parliament 

General Data Protection Regulations 

25th May, 2018

No later than 72 hours after having 

become aware of it (to Authority) and 

without undue delay (affected 

individuals).

up to 20 million Euro or 4% of annual 

turnover, whichever is higher

"Eligible Data Breach" - there is 

unauthorised access and disclosure of 

information; or loss of information where 

unauthorised access or disclosure is likely 

to result in serious harm. 

The relevant Supervisory Authority in 

the Country or State
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